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Abstract

This paper examines digital influencers and social media from an Islamic juristicand
magasid-oriented perspective. It addresses the profound changes brought about by digital
platforms in shaping religious awareness, public opinion, and individual and collective
conduct. These platforms have become major spaces for da‘wah, education, and social
influence, while also generating significant legal, ethical, and methodological questions
related to digital fame, religious content creation, monetization, public trust, and the online
presence of imams, scholars, and religious figures.

The paper adopts a descriptive, analytical, and juristic approach by describing the
contemporary digital phenomenon, analyzing its implications, and relating it to the general
principles and higher objectives of Islamic law. It draws upon Islamic texts, established
scholarly principles, and relevant ethical norms governing speech, public responsibility, and
financial dealings.

The paper concludes that the default ruling on using social media for da‘wah, education,
reform, and beneficial public engagement is permissibility, and it may become
recommended or even communally obligatory when public need and benefit require it. This
permissibility, however, is governed by essential conditions, including sincerity, sound
knowledge, verification of information, consideration of the objectives of Shariah and the
consequences of public discourse, honesty, integrity, transparency, and avoidance of
exploiting religion or audiences for improper gain.

The paper further argues that fame is not an objective in itself in the Islamic worldview but
may be acceptable when it arises naturally as a result of righteous work and service to
religion and society. Likewise, monetizing religious content is fundamentally permissible
when it is tied to legitimate effort, transparent financial arrangements, and the absence of
deception or misuse of religious authority. The paper also highlights major risks, such as
prioritizing visibility over credibility, issuing unqualified religious verdicts, violating privacy,
misleading audiences, and using artificial intelligence tools without proper scholarly
oversight.

Keywords: Digital Influencers, Social Media, Religious Content, Digital Fame, Online
Da’'wah, Digital Media Ethics, Shariah Guidelines, Artificial Intelligence.
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